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Drupal Admin UI

Present and future



First, the Past.



https://www.slideshare.net/WEBSOLUTIONSHR/history-of-drupal-from-drop-10-to-drupal-8-59198423



https://www.marcdrummond.com/drupal/2011/05/20/new-views-interface-david-rothstein-drupal-camp-twin-cities-2011

The result is a totally new experience 
for site builders who are using Views (…)“



The focus on the UI 
was on Site Builders.
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Drupal Admin UI
Today’s
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Claro
New core administration theme



Drupal Admin Design System

https://www.drupal.org/docs/core-modules-and-themes/core-themes/claro-theme/design







Goal: Make Claro the new default Admin theme



Experimental Stable Default
#3167121#3066007

• Display the vertical scrollbar with many results… 
• Tables overflow on mobile 
• Move hard coded vertical tabs classes to a theme function… 
• Dropbutton is broken on small screen with multiple lines…



Experimental Stable Default
#3167121#3066007

• Redesign Installer 

• Redesign Settings Tray



Where should we go
Admin UI



Improve designs.





Layout changes

https://www.drupal.org/project/drupal/issues/3076820



PHASE 1
Improve legibility



Line length:           150 - 170 characters 

Ideal line length:    60-80 characters





PHASE 2
Visually independent layout regions







PHASE 3
Meta sidebar





PHASE 4
More complex layouts





Improve and simplify forms



Referenced entities UI Drag & Drop UI



Sidebar content and behavior



2 column forms



2 column fields



Improve knowledge given to Site Builders 









Maybe a new initiative?

(Different from the existing Initiative Help Topics)



• Independent commits per solution/item 
proposed (not a big commit to core)

• Use existing UI

• Initial UX and UI analysis



More interactive UI

(More Javascript!)





Decoupled Menus Initiative

• A menu that is global and static 

• A menu(s) that changes from page to page



New “content creation” menu proposal

https://www.drupal.org/project/ideas/issues/3203618







Theme variations

https://www.drupal.org/project/drupal/issues/3251278







https://www.drupal.org/project/ideas/issues/3090894





UI customization form

(Accent color, spacing…)



Accessibility customizations



• Prefer animation or not?

• Let users choose their font size



Autosave

https://www.drupal.org/project/autosave_form





Media improvements

Easy Out of The Box



https://www.drupal.org/project/ideas/issues/2825215



Dashboard



History

Drupal 7 attempt









Wrapping up
Final thoughts



We need Claro as the default admin theme for D10

Maintain only 1 theme!



We need Claro as the default admin theme for D10

We’ll have more testers, so the UI will improve.



We need Claro as the default admin theme for D10

We’ll be able to focus ours efforts on new improvements:



• Form to choose Accent color / palette 
• Dark mode 
• New role menu 
• New Layout updates 
• Inline help/instructions for Site-builders 
• …and more!



Help us getting Claro into stable
[#3066007]



Help us getting Claro into stable
#admin-ui 

#easy-out-of-the-box



Thank you!


